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Oktoberfest is ‘wunderbar’ 



Was scrapping the renewable energy plan a Wynne? 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Would you rather: Never pay for anything, with all 
the money going to people like Donald Trump, 
OR win the lottery once a year, every year, 
but using the money causes someone innocent 
to go bankrupt? 
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Aboriginal women 
remembered in Guelph 


BY JOY STRUTHERS 


Somber voices filled The 
Boathouse as Guelph residents 
gathered for a vigil in memory 
of Canada's missing and mur- 
dered aboriginal women and 
girls Oct. 4. This Sisters in 

held across Canada on this day. 

A small group of local drum- 
mers stood behind the build- 
ing by the river and partici- 
pated in a smudging ceremo- 
ny to cleanse and bless. 

Organizers Kelly Grace and 
Jessica St. Peter from Guelph- 
WeUington Women in Crisis 
were proud to talk about this 
national issue at the fourth 

to portray is that there are so 
many missing and murdered 
aboriginal women and girls 
across Canada we have to 
speak up. This can t be hap- 

speeches and shared videos 
about aboriginal women and 
the chaUenges they lace. 

A drum circle was led by 
Lois MacDonald, former- 
ly of Conestoga Colleges 
Aboriginal Services, who is 
from the Missanabie Cree 
First Nation. The circle sang 
and drummed a welcome song 
and then shared a blessing for 
the missing and faUen sisters. 

old joined them. ' * 

Local resident Dana Nuttley 
spoke about his ex-wife Denise 

before her 40th birthday. She 
left behind a large family to 
mourn her, including three 
children, Sean. Jessica and 
Brandon. 

“How do you teU your child 
that his mother has been miss- 
ing for three weeks," he said 
about his eldest son Sean. “All 
I could do was be there for 
support, and help pick up the 
pieces. And the pieces fell." 

Bourdeau was found along 
the banks of the Grand River 
in Kitchener on April 17, 2007. 

Dec. 31, 2000. Her death went 
unpunished until her abusive 
boyfriend was found guilty of 
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Sisters in Spirt vigil at The Boatho 


second-degree murder last year. 

David Thomas pleaded not 
guilty, but jurors were con- 
vinced he killed his girlfriend 
and dumped her body after 

Bourdeau’s family finally got 
their closure when Thomas 
received an automatic life 
sentence, but Nuttley's son 
Sean still struggles every day. 

“My son foil into a deep depres- 
sion," said Nuttley. “Unwilling 
to talk about it or seek help he 
found solace in alcohol, leading 
to numerous arrests and many 
nights in jail ... One senseless 
act of violence, and the ripples 
are immeasurable." 

The cycle of depression and 


“This is Sean's storv," said 
Nuttley. “One of the thou- 
sands of survivors of the miss- 


women across Canada!" 

Nuttley’s partner Stacey 
Godin and daughter Rylea 


nissing person's sign at the 
>use in Guelph on Oct 4. 



lam the gen tle autumi 


new aawn. - Anonymous 
Everyone left the building 
and walked across the bridge. 
Candles were lit and carried 
and the circle of people turned 
to foce the four directions, in 
blessing and prayer for the 


Smile Conestoga. ) 








Theft of 
shopping carts 
a problem 

Seeing shopping carts on the sidewalks and roads 
every day is not a new thing. The carts are deserted 
after being taken for joyrides or being used to transport 
groceries home. Thev are a hindrance to walkers and 
drivers. A solution to this problem has to arrive soon as 
it is getting out of hand. 

In Hamilton, contractors were hired to hunt down 
the carts and bring them back to stores. According to a 
2011 article in the Hamilton Spectator, a Food Basics 
grocery store had close to 200 carts a year go missing. 
The stolen carts are either abandoned in the streets, 
collected for scrap or are vandalised. 

Some stores attached a GPS system to track them 
down, while others installed either a coin system or 
wheel-locking mechanisms in attempt to reduce the 
thefts, but it didn’t change for the better. 

night after they were found with two shopping carts of 
meat being stolen from an Oshawa grocery* store. 

Store owners have invested hundreds of dollars to buy 
carts, but we, as customers, don't appreciate it. Instead, 
those who take the carts make the rest of us pay. since 
store owners recoup the coat by charging more for their 
products. 

It is a criminal offence to take the carts without the 
owner's consent. People should be mature enough to put 

Just like a parent who instructs a childtoput then- 
toys back where they belong, so should a person put the 

'People have asked councillors to fine people who take 
carts $5,000, but Coun. BiU Armstrong is concerned 
whether it might affect the poor as they* would have to 
pay this amount if they were found with one. 

Kitchener Coun. John Gazzola has introduced a 
motion asking city staff to find a solution to the 
problem. They are expected to report back to council in 
early 2017. But, should we need to wait until someone 

The answer is simple — return carts to the place they 
belong — it’s not that difficult. 

The views herein represent the position of the 
newspaper, not necessarily the author 


Letters are welcome 


foi 


Spoke welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be 
signed and include the 
name and telephone 
number of the writer. 

Writers will be contact- 
ed for verification. 

No unsigned letters will be 
published. 

Letteis should be no longer 
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U.S. presidential candidates need to stop acting like babies. 


Choose ecology over economy 


skies are often considered a 
great forecast for summer. But 

at Toronto’s Pearson Airport, 
which had its hottest day in 78 
years, it has become too much 
ofa good thing. 

This past season saw people 

conditioned sanctuary or a pool 
during the seemingly endless 




is. It sa 


itruggling to grow crops during 
a vicious drought and towns 

to place regulations on water 
usage due to residents needing 
to care for their law-ns so much. 
This intense dry spell and so 
much more can be directly 
attributed to climate change, 
which human's greenhouse 
gases are responsible for. 

"It’s never looked uglier in 
some parts because the grass 
ill dead a 



e suffering from a ! 


materialistic things that grips 
people has caused them to 
forget how mankind is part of 
a larger whole. People have 
to learn how* to coexist with 
all other living things and 
how* to properly prepare the 
world for future generations ol 
humans. -As of now all they’ll 
be receiving is a planet in 

To fix this, societies around 
the globe would have to fully 


Envir 


at Can 


,*e Phillips, 


ilimatologist, said in a CBC 
news article. Meanw-hile, as 

order of things, on much of 
Canada's west coast, where 
dryness is often the norm, 
torrential rains and a higher 
number of tornadoes were 


bodies that a sustainable i 
of natural resources, regardless 
of public demand for product, 
should be put in place. 

Earth Overshoot Day (EOD) 
is the date each year when 


inity’sy 




year. This year that date fell 
on Aug. 8, the earliest ever. 
This means that during a time 
when preserving raw* materials 
should take precedence, 
humans will be using resources 
that are impossible to replace 

Doug Tompkins, cofounder 
of brands The North Face and 
Esprit, said in a 2013 article 
in The Guardian that, “The 
computer is a mechanism for 


it’s manufacturing, it’s 

That’s what the computer's 
real work does and it does that 
24/7. 365 days a year, non-stop 


type of living for much longer. 
Drastic change in consumer 
mentality and a retraction of 
global support for products 
or companies that don’t 
care about their ecological 
footprint is required. Basically, 
humanity needs to rethink its 
priorities. After all, what is 
technology without a planet to 
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Fawning over flora 




The Waterloo Region 
Museum, in co-operation with 
various forestry officials from 
the area, have been putting 
on an annual Forest Festival 
for four years to date. 

This year the festival was a 
two-day educational program 
on Oct. 6 and 7 for Grade 
6 and 7 students, teaching 
them about the environment. 
Over 400 students attended, 
according to Dave Neufold, 
education co-ordinator 
of the museum. The event 
featured presentations and 
hands-on activities including 
information on forest 
ecosystems, stewardship, 
conservation, species at risk 
and the impacts of climate 

The day included all sorts 
of fun activities and games 
for the children, some even 
taking place in the village 
buildings. The heritage 
village includes a wide variety 
of old-time, 1914 businesses, 
even a train station that has a 
schedule from the year. Some 
other businesses include 
a blacksmith’s shop, where 
kids were shown how to forge 
some tools like a chisel, a pick 
and horseshoes; a meat shop 
where butchering techniques 
were discussed (but there 
was no graphic content), a 
carpeting shop, a repair 
shop and a general market. 
Everything is nice and cosy 
and convenient, and oh-so- 
different from modern times. 
"It’s like a whole different 
world inside the new world,” 
said Duncan Wey, an 
employee at the museum 
w-ho was teaching the kids 
about leather working. Wey 
loves the time he spends 
in the village. He's a big 
believer in the ways of old. 
“Everything today is made to 
be thrown away ... Back then 
they built things to last.” 

But there’s so much more 
than just the heritage 


village to enjoy at the festival. 
Activities for the children 
were everywhere, including 
in the village, up into some 
old homes which were once 
actually lived in, and even 
farther out into the forested 
outskirts of the museum’s 
property. 

One of the first activities, 
before even entering the 
village was Oh! Deer — a 
unique take on tag where 
one student is chosen from 
the group to be a hunter, 
or rather a pioneer; because 
deer aren’t the only thing the 
seekers are after. The rest of 
the group stands with their 
backs toward the seeker 
and make shapes with their 
hands to illustrate which 


essential resource they are. 
Hands together in a triangle 
over their head represented 
shelter, fingers for antlers 
represented deer (or food) and 
there was another symbol for 
water. After being told what 
resource they were, the seeker 
was sent off and the other 
kids were told to turn around 
and show which resource they 
were. Later, the volunteers 
announced that the game was 
over because all the deer went 
extinct and explained to the 
kids what extinction is. 

After returning to the 
village, the children took part 
in Buckthorn. This activity 
elaborated on their lesson 
about invasive species. They 
were given an example of 



BYE-BYE 

FALL FESTIVAL PIE 

Conestoga Students Inc. 
handed out apple and pumpkin 
pie in the lower Atrium on Oct 
6 as part of their fall festival 
that helped to raise money for 
CSI's food bank. 

PHOTO BY BRANDY FUtTON 


what invasive species are and 
given a large wrench to go 
remove the buckthorn plants, 
which were being called the 
invasive species. They used 
the wrenches to clamp onto the 
small shrubs and pull them 
out of the ground, including 
the roots. Buckthorn is an 
actual invasive species. Native 
to Eurasia, it was brought 
to North America during the 
1880s and is invading a lot of 
our native species today. 

Many of the days' activities 
were based around trees. 


Participants learned how to 
determine when and why 
trees should be cut down, and 
that there are restrictions. If 
a tree is over 16 centimetres 
in diameter, it can't be cut 
dow-n. Trees that thick tend 
to be older and their wood is 
not as durable. Plus, it can 
be a danger to the people 
cutting down the trees and 
the ecosystems around them. 

There were a total of 22 
activities in all, so many that 
not even the kids on the trip 
could participate in them all. 
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New Mexico, Oct. 1-9; Balloons 
prepare to take off from a crowd- 
ed launch site; A cow-shaped 
balloon floats by; A balloon 
lands within the city, Darth Vader 
and Yoda face off; A dog floats 
amongst many others; A Wells 
Fargo balloon lifts off into the 
sky; Pilot Chinthaka Jayasinghe 
inflates his balloon; Balloons 
wait for the green light to join 
the mass ascension; A frog leaps 
across the sky. 

PHOTOS BY ROUND FLEMING 
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Singers 
are given 
'a shot’ 


BY BRANDY FULTON 

The fourth season of the 
singing competition The Shot 
is coming to Kitchener this 
November. With over 200 
contestants, this season will 
be the most intense and best 

The Shot was started in 
2014 by C.J. Allen, who is 
the executive director of the 
competition. He used to live 
abroad in South Korea where 
he worked as a professional in 
the entertainment and music 
industry; That country had a 
singing competition to bring 
students together and when 
Allen returned to Canada, 
he knew that he wanted to 
do something in Kitchener- 
Waterloo to unify the region 
and its students. 

“There is all kinds of tal- 
ent, not just in Kitchener- 
Waterloo, but all over 
Canada," said Chris Hussey, 
digital content specialist for 
The Shot. 

After three seasons, this 
year's competition will be the 
first that is open to every- 
one over the age of 16, not 
just University of Waterloo, 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
and Conestoga College stu- 
dents. Hussey said there are 
only 15-20 performers from 
the region; the rest are either 
from other cities in Ontario 
or from outside the country. 


One person is even from the 
Bahamas. 

Contestants were able to 
apply online for the competi- 
tion and will participate in 
the first round of auditions 
on Nov. 4 and 5. The semi- 
finals and finals will be live 
streamed on the Internet for 
friends and family' who are 
not able to make it to the 
competition. Co-ordinators 
for the event have made it 
clear they will not broadcast 
the event on TV. 

“We want to make it 
more about the talent and 
less about the show,” said 

Last year contestants were 
allowed to have another per- 
son on stage with them play- 
ing an instrument, but that 
is no longer allowed. 

Hussey said, “The show 
remains a solo event because 
it's all about promoting con- 
fidence in the performers.” 

The finals will be held on 
Nov. 26, with a time and 
location still to be deter- 
mined. The winner will 
receive opportunities to 
start their music career and 
$25,000. Co-ordinators of 
The Shot encourage resi- 
dents of the tri-city area to 
come out to the live event 
and support competitors, 
but, if that is not possible, 
to watch the live stream at 



URBAN SKETCHERS CO-FOUNDER shows off art pieces 
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HOROSCOPE 

Week of October 17, 2016 


m 


Anes 

March 21 - 
April 19 


m 


Libra 

September 23 - 


Today you're going to become 
the you that you've always 

open and honest about your* 


You’ll remember something 
from your childhood that 
will make you think about 


Taurus 

April 20 - 


Scorpio 

October 23 • 
November 21 


Turn a new page in the 
book of your life, starting 


do the ri 
life for Realize that you 
every battle, but 



m 

Leo 

July 23- 
August 22 


Aquarius 

January 20 - 
February 18 

Consider making time to lis- This week you have the 

Also, you'll realize that which for yourself. To start, just 

you’ve been seeking. look out for the people 

around you and appreciate 

it 

Virgo 

August 23 - 
September 22 


Pisces 

February 19 - 
March 20 


y is going to tell you 
o do. You’ll have to 
that for yourself and 




Alter a ton of studying, nobody’s 




A raisin dropped in a glass of 
fresh champagne will bounce 
up and down continuously from 
the bottom of the glass to the 
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Fill in the grid with digits in 
such a manner that every 
row, every column ana 
every 3x3 box accommo- 
dates the digits 1-9, with- 
out repeating any. 


Arts and crafts 
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YBTTSJGRUYICEE 
DAPNTTONBNALT G 
BSSVIPEB INLPYA 
RKVGUOONDDARSP 
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E H M I T I M 
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E S 


YNNKLOS LEDOMN 
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M L L O D X J 


GJCGCJGNITLIUQQ 


BASKETMAKING 

BEADING 

BRUSHES 

CANDLEMAKING 

COLOURING 

DECOUP AGE 

DOLLMAKING 

GLASSBLOWING 

HOBBY 

KNITTING 

MODELS 

NEEDLEPOINT 

PAINTING 

QUILTING 

SCRAPBOOKING 

SELL 

SEWING 

SHOW 

STAINEDGLASS 

STENCILING 

WOODWORKING 





Page 10 * SPOKE FEATURE Monday. October 17, 2016 

Oktoberfest parade floats 



Photos by Nicole Clark 
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